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Findings from a 2025 Survey of Adults Age 18 and Older

Fewer Americans consider energy and climate
change policy important compared to health care or
the economy.

Climate and Energy Policy
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Twice as many Americans place the responsibility
for addressing climate change on the federal

government and oil and gas companies as they do
on individual people.

e About 6 in 10 feel the federal government, large
corporations, and oil companies have a lot or a great
deal of responsibility to address climate change.
Democrats place more responsibility on them than
Republicans, with as much as a 33-percentage point
gap in attitudes.

e About half say industrialized countries outside the
U.S., and local and state U.S. governments bear a lot
or a great deal of responsibility. Again, there is a
significant difference in attitudes between Democrats
and Republicans.

» Fewer think that developing countries or individual
people have a large responsibility to address climate
change, with Democrats more likely than Republicans
to place responsibility on individuals (40% vs. 25%).

B A great deal or a lot B Some u Not much or none at all
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Question: How much responsibility does each of the following have for addressing climate
change?

 Sixty percent of Americans believe that the U.S. should
take a more active role in global efforts to fight
climate change while 15% want the U.S. to be less
involved in such efforts.

e Democrats are more likely than Republicans to prefer
that the U.S. take a more active role in combatting
climate change (84% vs. 34%).

« Americans place a high level of importance on

healthcare (80%) and the economy (78%).
Immigration, energy policy, and climate change policy
are important to about half of Americans (52%, 50%,
47%, respectively). Fewer than half (39%) say foreign
policy is an important priority.

m Extremely/Very important ® Somewhat important m Not important at all/Not too important
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Question: How important are the following issues to you personally?

« More Democrats consider energy policy and climate
change policy personally important than immigration
policy (60%, 69% vs. 48%). Republicans are twice as
likely to say immigration is important as they are to
say climate change policy is important (65% vs. 28%).
Similar numbers of Republicans consider energy
policy and foreign policy important (45% and 41%).

Most Americans agree that protecting conservation
lands and wildlife and enforcing clean air and water
regulations are important priorities for the federal
government.

« Seventy percent of Americans feel that protecting
conservation lands and wildlife is extremely or very
important, including majorities of both Republicans
and Democrats.

This nationwide poll was conducted by The AP-NORC Center and the Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago (EPIC) from September 2-18, 2025, using TrueNorth®, which
combines a sample from AmeriSpeak, the probability-based panel of NORC at the University of Chicago, with a non-probability panel sample. Online and telephone interviews using
landlines and cell phones were conducted with 3,154 adults. The margin of sampling error is +/- 2.4 percentage points. A full topline is available at www.apnorc.org.
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« Sixty-one percent say regulating clean air and water is

an important priority for the federal government. About

half say expanding the U.S. clean energy industry and
reducing greenhouse gas emissions are important.
Democrats are more likely than Republicans to think
each is important, with about 30 to 40 percentage
points between them.

« Republicans are slightly more supportive of expanding
the U.S. fossil fuel industry, opening federal land for
resource extraction, withdrawing from international
climate agreements, or rolling back environmental
regulations. Still, only a quarter or less of Americans
support these actions.

« Younger Republicans are more likely to say expanding
the U.S. clean energy industry is important, while older
Republicans are more likely to cite the importance of
expanding the U.S. fossil fuel industry and opening
federal land for resource extraction.
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Enforce strict clean air and water regulations
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Reduce U.S. greenhouse gas emissions
Overall 51

Democrat 73
Republican 33
Expand the U.S. fossil fuel industry
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Open federal land and water for oil, gas, and mineral extraction
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Roll back environmental regulations
Overall 20 36
Democrat 17 24
Republican 26 42 31
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Question: How important is itto you for the federal government to do each of the following?

Half of Americans support the federal government
imposing regulations or taxes on companies to limit
or pay for their carbon emissions.

e Fifty-six percent of Americans support a tax on
companies for their carbon emissions or regulations
to limit emissions from power plants and vehicles.
Fifty-one percent support federal funding to help
communities to adapt to climate change.

e There is less support for incentivizing nuclear energy
development or the purchase of electric vehicles, or
for expanding U.S. oil and gas production or natural
gas exports. Nearly half of Americans are opposed to
auctioning off public land for drilling.

e Again, there is a wide partisan divide on most policies,
with as much as a 38-percentage point divide between
the parties. Democrats are more supportive of
regulating emissions, taxing carbon emissions,
funding to help communities combat climate change,
and incentives for EVs. Republicans are more
supportive of expanding U.S. oil and gas production,
expanding U.S. natural gas exports, and auctioning off
more public land for oil drilling.

* Younger Americans ages 18 to 29 are slightly less
supportive of nuclear development than older
Americans ages 60 and older (37% vs. 48%). They are
slightly more supportive of electric vehicle incentives
(45% vs. 35%) and funding to states for climate
adaptation (56% vs. 47%).

e There is a wide divide between younger and older
Americans when it comes to expanding U.S. oil and
gas production (24% for 18-29 vs. 56% for 60+),
expanding natural gas exports (25% for 18-29 vs. 44%
for 60+) and auctioning off more public lands for oil
drilling (11% for 18-29 vs. 23% for 60+).

e Younger Republicans are more supportive of
incentives for purchasing electric vehicles and funding
for states to adapt to climate change, while older
Republicans are more supportive of expanding U.S. oil
and gas production and natural gas exports,
auctioning public land for drilling, and incentives for
nuclear development.

This nationwide poll was conducted by The AP-NORC Center and the Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago (EPIC) between September 2-18, 2025, using TrueNorth®, which
combines a sample from AmeriSpeak, the probability-based panel of NORC at the University of Chicago, with a non-probability panel sample. Online and telephone interviews using
landlines and cell phones were conducted with 3,154 adults. The margin of sampling error is +/- 2.4 percentage points. A full topline is available at www.apnorc.org.
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m Strongly/Somewhat support m Neither support nor oppose m Strongly/Somewhat oppose m Strongly/Somewhat support - m Neither support nor oppose Strongly/Somewhat oppose
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Regulations tolimit emissions from power plants and vehicles Overal
Overall 56 28 1 Democrat 62 18 20
Demo.crat 4 20 6 Republican 27 23 49
Republican $10
A tax that companies must pay on carbon they emit Overall 30 28 T
Overall
Democrat Democrat 2 22 22
Republican 2 2 %8 Republican
Funding for states to help communities adapt to climate change 520
Overall 51 31 17 Overall
Democrat Democrat
Republican 56 5 51 Republican
Incentives for nuclear energy development $40
Overall Overall 24 27 18
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N N | Republican 13 24 63
Expanding U.S. cil and gas production
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Republican 26 30 44 Democrat 35 32 32
Expanding U.S. natural gas exports Republican 16 22 61
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Republican — 2 " ra—— 35 15 Question: Suppose Congress was going to impose a fee on carbon to combat climate
Auctioning off more public land for oil drilling change. If the law passed, it would increase the average amount your household pays each
Overall 18 34 48 month for energy, including electricity, heating gas, and gasoline or diesel for your car, by a
Democrat total of $__ . Would you support, oppose, or neither support nor oppose that law?
Republican 30 38 31
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Question: Do you support, oppose, or neither support nor oppose the federal government
doing each of the following?

While 56% of Americans support a carbon tax paid
by companies, few are willing to pay a monthly fee
to combat climate change.

« Thirty-eight percent of Americans support a $1
monthly carbon fee, and 3 in 10 support a $10 or $20
monthly fee. Fewer support a monthly fee of $40
(24%), $75 (18%), or $100 (22%).

« Since 2021, the percent of Americans in favor of a §1
carbon fee has fallen from 52% to 38%.

« Democrats are more likely than Republicans to
support a carbon fee, regardless of the amount.

This nationwide poll was conducted by The AP-NORC Center and the Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago (EPIC) between September 2-18, 2025, using TrueNorth®, which
combines a sample from AmeriSpeak, the probability-based panel of NORC at the University of Chicago, with a non-probability panel sample. Online and telephone interviews using
landlines and cell phones were conducted with 3,154 adults. The margin of sampling error is +/- 2.4 percentage points. A full topline is available at www.apnorc.org.
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